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A Message from Kim
Council has delivered a strong budget 
for 2012-13 focused on a continued 
investment in our suburbs.
For Karawatha Ward this means an 
ongoing commitment to park upgrades, 
major intersection upgrades, road 
resurfacing and better local area traffic 
management (see back page for more 
details).
Council will also continue to invest in 
local environmental initiatives over the 
next four years. This includes allocating 
funds for the construction of a new 
environmental centre at Karawatha 
Forest. This is a much anticipated 
project and I look forward to working 
with members of the Karawatha Forest 
Protection Society and residents on 
the development of this important 
community asset.

Importantly, over the coming four years 
Lord Mayor Graham Quirk and I are 
committed to working hard to ensure 
that Council’s financial position is secure 
into the future and we continue to deliver 
value for money to ratepayers.
Please do not hesitate to contact my 
office if I can ever be of assistance to you.

Cr Kim Marx 
Councillor for Karawatha Ward

 “For Karawatha Ward 
this means an ongoing 

commitment to park 
upgrades, major 

intersection upgrades, 
road resurfacing and 

better local area traffic 
management ”

Palatine Street - Gowan Road 
Intersection Upgrade 
As your local Councillor, I am delighted to 
announce that in this year’s budget $1.8 
million has been allocated to upgrade the 
intersection at Gowan Road and Palatine 
Street in Calamvale.
Both of these roads are major connectors 
in our area and are also important routes 
for local school bus services.
I am aware that Council officers are 
developing design options for this 
intersection upgrade and it will be 

pleasing to see this project move ahead 
with dedicated funding.
For residents of Karawatha Ward, it is 
important that this budget continues to 
give priority to initiatives that will ease 
traffic congestion and enhance safety on 
our roads.
Community consultation will occur in the 
coming months.



Responsible 
financial 
management

Investing in 
our suburbs

$47.2
million

For removal of open 
level crossings

$137
million

For park maintenance 
& upgrades

$108.2
million

For road resurfacing 
& repair

$19.6
million

For grass cutting

$9
million

For graffiti removal 
& litter prevention

$58.3
million

For suburban 
footpaths & bikeways

Balanced budget

$41 million of 
internal savings

Average annual 
increase to net 
rates is 4.5%* or 
$1.05 per week
(for residental owner occupiers)

* includes Carbon Tax 
impact of 1.9%

Easing traffic congestion
The 2012-13 budget continues our 
balanced approach to tackling traffic 
congestion, providing $1.4 billion to 
improve our city’s roads, bikeways, 
buses and ferries. 
Over the next 12 months, we will deliver 
vital suburban intersection upgrades 
as well as continue construction of 
Legacy Way – a direct, high-speed link 
between the Western Freeway and the 
Inner City Bypass.
We will also build 90 new buses and start 
work on two new CityCat ferries to ensure 
our public transport fleet is the most 
modern and reliable of any Australian 
capital city.
Our bikeway network will benefit from 
more than $26 million to build key 
missing links in our suburbs.

Delivering our 
commitments
The budget provides 
funding to get key projects 
underway:
 Free inner-city ferry service

 New Milton CityCat terminal

 90 new buses in 2012 -2013

 Removal of two dangerous   
 open level crossings

 Electronic speed warning   
 signs

 Pedestrian countdown   
 timers

Making Brisbane 
cleaner & greener
This year’s budget continues our 
commitment to making Brisbane the 
cleanest and greenest city in Australia.
After purchasing and protecting more 
than 500 hectares of bushland over 
the past four years, Council will now 
invest more money in rehabilitating and 
maintaining this land.
We will also provide $1.1 million for 
tree planting along suburban streets 
and $400,000 to support grassroots 
environmental projects through 
Sustainability and Environmental Grants.
Keeping our city clean will remain a 
top priority, with more than $41 million 
allocated for cleaning and maintenance 
services, such as street sweeping, grass 
cutting and graffiti removal.

Delivering our 
commitments
The budget provides 
funding to get key projects 
underway:

 New environmental centres   
 in Karawatha & Pooh Corner

 Annual kerbside collection

 More funding for Taskforce   
 Against Graffiti (TAG)

 New creek filtration systems

Pensioner rebates
(including water)

$1308 (full)

$624 (part) a

Attracting new 
investment & jobs
As Brisbane continues its recovery from the 2011 floods 
and the global financial crisis, it’s critical that we seize every 
available economic opportunity.
With this in mind, the 2012-13 Council budget is focused firmly on economic growth, 
providing $15.9 million to attract more events, visitors and investment to our city.
This includes funding to encourage major sporting and cultural events, business 
conventions and new hotel development, as well as funding to promote Brisbane as a 
global hub for the resources industry.
Brisbane is uniquely positioned at the centre of a worldwide resources boom and, now 
more than ever, we need to get the maximum return to residents and businesses.

Ensuring access & 
inclusion for all
With 6 per cent of our population having either a severe or 
profound disability, the 2012-13 budget includes funding to 
help more people get around and enjoy our city.
This includes more than $18 million to upgrade our bus and ferry stops, making it 
easier for elderly residents and people with disabilities to catch public transport. 
We’re also beginning work on an all-abilities playground in the CBD.  This playground 
will have specialised equipment that all children – including those with disabilities – 
can enjoy. It adds to the rollout of 32 all-abilities playgrounds already underway across 
our suburbs. 
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Investing in local parks 
Stretton Gardens Neighbourhood Watch 
group spoke with me about the need for 
an electric BBQ at Regency Place Park, 
Stretton for the enjoyment of all residents 
within the estate.
I am pleased to advise that funding for 
this BBQ has been provided through the 
Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative Fund. I 
will be working with the Neighbourhood 
Watch group to host an official function 
for local residents when this installation is 
completed.
Funding has also been allocated in the 
2012-2013 budget for the installation 
of shade sails in Bat Park, Stretton, 
and Lapford Circuit Park in Drewvale.  
Funding is also available for Borella Road 
Park in Sunnybank Hills and Tuberose 
Place Park in Calamvale.

Safer School Travel to 
Stretton College

The safety of students travelling to and 
from Stretton State College along the 
western side of Gowan Road has been 
a major concern for students, parents 
and teachers.  Rather than using the 
footpath on the eastern side of Gowan 
Road, students are choosing the unsafe 
option of walking along the roadside.  I 
am pleased to announce that funds have 
been allocated in the 2012-2013 budget 
towards installing safety measures to 
ensure students use the footpath on the 
eastern side of Gowan Road.
I look forward to working closely with 
the Stretton College Principal and P&C 
members to deliver a positive solution 
that will significantly enhance the safety 
of students and the peace of mind of 
parents, teachers and other road users.

Budget highlights
Road resurfacing :
Borella Road, Sunnybank Hills
Bottletree Place, Calamvale
Compton Road, Runcorn/Sunnybank 
Hills
Flintstone Street, Sunnybank Hills
Gowan Road, Calamvale
Gulubia Place, Calamvale
Pelsart Place, Drewvale
St Andrew Street, Kuraby
Stirling Street, Sunnybank Hills
Strathmore Street, Kuraby

Intersection upgrades:
Gowan Road and Palatine Street, 
Calamvale

Traffic calming:
Condamine Street, Runcorn

Have your say on 
footpaths & parks
New footpaths will continue to be 
funded through my Ward Footpath 
Trust Fund. If you know of any 
locations where you would like to see 
a new footpath, please contact my 
office on 3407 0566. 

Under new guidelines introduced this 
year, this trust fund will also support 
the purchase of new equipment in 
local parks. Again, please contact my 
office with any suggestions.

Community 
meeting room
A reminder that Sunnybank Hills 
Library has a meeting room available 
to all community groups.

Bookings for 2013 will open on 3rd 
September 2012. For further details 
please contact Sunnybank Hills 
Library staff on 3407 0571.


